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“No mountains or high hills enable us to look over 
broad expanses of the earth’s surface; and perforce 
we must come even to the margin of the Lake for 
such a survey of nature. The Lake is living water, ever 
in motion, and ever changing in color and in the form 
of its waves. In its every aspect it is a living thing, 
delighting man’s eye and refreshing his spirit.”
- Daniel Burnham, 1909 Chicago Plan

This is a speculative project the revives Chicago’s 
McCormick Center with new life as a spectacular 
techno-natural landmark. Modeled on the National 
Gallery in Berlin, the building was constructed in the 
early 1970s as a replacement for the original that 
burned in spectacular Chicago fashion in 1967. As it 
sits, the 300,000 Center is too small for the program 
for which it was originally intended and its carcass 
lies at the foot of Lake Shore Drive both as an empty 
gateway to the city and an obstruction for the lake 
front. This project contends with the competing and 
overlaid desires for the building by creating a new 
tourist destination and scenario-planning infrastruc-
ture from the existing architecture.

On the roof of the Center, a 1:25 miniature replica of 
Chicago is constructed. A clear mound protects the 
model, provides space for artificial weather equip-
ment and creates unexpected visual connections be-
tween both Chicagos. Within the mound, the mod-
el acts as a simulator for various future scenarios. 
Consequences of global warming, new construction, 
earthquakes, fires, asteroid impacts, tornados, bliz-
zards etc. are tested repeatedly while appropriate 
action plans are calculated. On the exterior, the 
mound presents a new urban landmark along Lake 
Shore Drive, provides space for new lake shore ac-
tivities, and redirects views through and around the 
existing building.

The desire and plan to secure the waterfront for 
public access and parkland is directly attributable 
to Daniel Burnham and the 1909 Chicago Plan. At 
the time, nature and the city were conceived as 
separate, complementary entities. The opportu-
nity to get away from the city and into nature was 
believed to cleanse the spirit and the attempts to 
“aerate” the urban fabric were to let it “breath.” 
Nature injections within the vast artificial construc-
tion were thought to cure urban ills. This proposal 
updates this urban operation manual with a new 
unnatural natural landmark. A 1/25th scale snow-
globe enhancement surgery for the city.

The story of the project is primarily told through 
the visitor information documents. These include 
maps, promotional material and merchandise cata-
logs. It is a National Geographic exploration of an 
urban nature, archeology and anthropology.
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